
Ramblers Lake District Area            

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 11th May 2019

Present
Brian Jones (BJ) (Lancaster) (Chairman),
Ian Brodie (IB), Alan Duval (AD) (Penrith)

27/19 Apologies
Dave Harrison, Neil Herbert, Dennis Pook
(DP)  (Area  Footpath  Secretary)  David
Staton, Jennifer Gallagher

28/19 Minutes of January meeting 
Approved.

29/19 Matters arising from minutes not
covered elsewhere in the agenda
None

30/19 Sharpe Legacy
Helsington Barrows now completed.
Fix the Fells.  Agreed to ask Area Council
to approve £2000 for repair of Helm Crag
path.
Buttermere shore path.  Though approved
last year, work has not yet been done.  It
is hoped it will be completed this year.

31/19  Group  Footpath  Secretaries
Reports
AD reported on the Appleby level crossing
path.  Eden DC’s decision to remove the
condition requiring closure of the crossing
was challenged by Network Rail  bringing
judicial  review,  and  the  permission  was
quashed  by  consent.   The  new  public
inquiry will take place in June.
BJ  had  checked  the position  concerning
ROW  on  land  subject  to  environmental
stewardship.  It  is  a  condition  of  entry  to
such schemes that the farmer keeps the
paths in good condition.  Land subject to
such  schemes  is  shown  on  the
government  MAGIC  web-site.   BJ
recommends  that  problems  on  ROW on
such land should be reported to the Rural
Payments Agency (as well as the highway
authority)
BJ  reported  that  because  Lancs  CC  is
very poor in dealing with problems, central
office got involved and arranged a meeting
with  the  County  Council.   The  Council

agreed  that  the  RA  could  do  voluntary
work on paths.
BJ  reported  that  the  Lancs  LAF  may
become dormant.  We are questioning the
legality  and  asking  central  office  for
advice.

32/19 Ease of Use Surveys
The  May  2019  surveys  have  been
distributed.

33/19 Coastal Path
It  is  hoped  the  reports  for  Silecroft  to
Silverdale and Silverdale to Cleveleys will
appear in September, but may be further
delayed.   We  are  concerned  about  two
sections  of  the  likely  proposed  route,  at
Warton salt marsh, Carnforth, and around
the Leven estuary where tidal  inundation
could be a problem.

34/19 Lost Ways
BJ  –  Lancaster  group  making  progress.
Contact  with  the  new  officer  at  central
office has resulted in some publicity.

35/18 A.O.B.
IB  reported  on  problems  with  a  path
covered  with  rows  of  plastic  sheeting,
which is slippery when wet.  It has been
reported to Cumbria CC, but no response
so  far.   We  agreed  that  the  provisions
introduced by the Rights Of Way Act 1990
would apply, requiring the farmer to mark
out  the  path  and  make  it  reasonably
convenient.
We agreed to recommend to Area Council
that we send a letter to Cedric Robinson,
following  his  retirement  as  Queens’s
Guide to the Kent Sands, thanking him for
taking so many walkers across the sands
safely.

36/18 Next Meeting

10.30  a.m.  on  Saturday  7th September
2019 in the Upper Room of Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal.


